
Developed by Linda Roberts Grades 4-8

OBJECTIVES
Students will…

MATERIALS

TEACHER PREP

ACTIVITY

• Develop an understanding of fossils and their adaptation to the environment at that period 
of time.

• Be able to identify fossil types and where they lived.

• Reference Books with Clear Pictures of Assorted Fossils
• Student Notebooks, 80 pages (Cat. No. SB46968M)
• 81⁄2" x 11" Paper, pkg. of 500 sheets (Cat. No. 9733119)

Enlarge 5 or more fossil pictures so each fi ts on an 
81⁄2" x 11" sheet of paper. Make enough copies for each group. Cut the pictures into 5 or 6 
puzzle-shaped pieces. For each group, mix 5 fossil picture puzzles together.

• The students will look at the details of the fossils’ characteristics to reassemble the fossils. 
Using reference books, the students will identify the name and time period for each of their 
fossils.

• Attach the assembled fossil to a page in the notebook and add its name and the time period in 
which it lived.

• List 3 physical characteristics for each fossil and where it lived (in the ocean, on land, etc.)

DISCUSSION Share the name and time period for each of the fossils. How were you able to put together the 
complete picture?
Q: How do scientists identify fossils?
A: They look at the physical characteristics of the fossil as well as where it was found and its 
relationship to other fossils in the same area.
Q: Would you be able to identify the fossil if you had only 
2 or 3 puzzle pieces?
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FOSSIL IDENTIFICATION PUZZLES

https://www.enasco.com/p/White-Lab-Notebook---80-Pages---7-7-8-in-x-10-in-%2BSB46968M
https://www.enasco.com/p/White-Copy-Paper---Pkg-of-500---8-1-2-in-x-11-in---20-lb-%2B9733119
https://www.enasco.com/lessonplans


Fossil Collection
Fascinate your students with the study of fossils. Comes with 
21 plastic reproduction fossils to measure, identify, and classify 
according to their geologic era. Includes teacher’s guide. 
SB41941

Nasco Fossils Paper Casting Classroom Kit
Kids are fascinated by fossils! Now, using this 
kit, they can create their own inexpensive 
paper casts of 12 di� erent fossils, decorate 
them with markers, and then use the reference 
guide to determine which animal the fossil 
represents and learn interesting facts about 
it. Kit includes six molds to mold a total of 12 
di� erent fossils, three spray bottles, 18 wash-
able tempera paint markers (three each of six 
colors), three Eyewitness Fossil books, and 
activity guide. 
SB44733

Fossil-Bearing Rocks
Provide students with an exciting hands-on activity for uncovering 
and identifying actual fossils. Four actual fossils, up to 500 
million years old, are buried in each clay “rock” for students to 
discover and identify. Includes 15 clay fossil-bearing rocks. 
SB16747

Nasco Fossil Molds Set
Soft, fl exible molds are durable and create exact fossil 
replicas. Fossils include a fi sh from 40 million years ago; 
a gastropod (stomach-foot) from 65 million years ago; 
a cephalopod (head-foot) from 100 million years ago; a 
pecopteris (seed-fern), annularia (scouring-rush), neurop-
teris (seed-fern with bladelike leaf), and a lepidodendron 
(scale-tree) from 300 million years ago; a crinoid (lily-
form), brachiopod (arm-foot), and bryozoa (moss-animal) 
from 450 million years ago; a horn coral from 400 million 
years ago; and a trilobite (three-lobe) from 500 million 
years ago. Set includes six soft, fl exible molds, 5 lbs. 
casting plaster, and complete 
molding instructions.
SA04671
Nasco Casting Plaster.
5-lb. package.
9730282

U27711
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