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The Specific Skill Builders Series was created to give students targeted practice with key comprehension skills. 
By focusing on one comprehension skill at a time, struggling readers will have an opportunity to master that skill 
and improve overall reading and comprehension skills.

This binder includes 90 high-interest, short stories featuring a variety of fiction (F), realistic fiction (RF), and 
nonfiction (NF) topics per six skills. The word count of the stories ranges from 140 to 160 words.  They are 
written at a 2.0-3.5 reading level, according to the Flesch-Kincaid Readability Scale. 

Each story is numbered rather than given a title (see the Table of Contents for suggested titles).  One of the 
questions after each story asks the student to write a title for the story. This exercise is often a very effective way 
to determine the student’s level of understanding about the main idea of the story.  The engaging illustrations 
were designed to bring the story to life and help capture the interest of reluctant readers. To reinforce inference 
skills, ask students to use the illustration to predict what the story might be about before they read.

A Resource CD accompanies this binder. On the CD, you will find the entire contents of this binder in PDF 
fromat. As well, you will find a complete list of the Common Core State Standards addressed and a record-
keeping spreadsheet.  All content is reproducible, or you may want to display individual stories and questions 
on a separate sheet of paper.

MAIN IDEA
Getting the main idea is an essential comprehension 
skill.  Students must recognize the main point the 
author is trying to make in the story so that they 
know what the story is about.  To introduce this skill, 
explain to students what constitutes a main idea.   
The main idea is the one idea supported by the 
details of the story.  It is important to be able to 
distinguish between the details and the overall main 
point of the story.

For Example: Ask students to recall a recent 
conversation they might have had with someone.  
What was the topic of the conversation?  What were 
some of the details that were discussed about the 
topic?

Mastering this skill can be difficult for some students. 
The reader must be able to make a generalization 
about a specific group of details.  Sometimes the 
main idea is stated in the first or last sentence in a 
paragraph or story.  This topic sentence can also be 
found elsewhere in the story.  Other times, the main 
idea is implied, and students must add up the details 
in order to determine the main idea.

CONTEXT
Having a strategy to understand new words is 
important for reading success. To become fluent 

readers, students must be able to understand the 
relationship between the words, phrases, and 
sentences in a story.  To introduce this skill, explain to 
students that when they come across a word they do 
not know, clues to the meaning of that word can be 
found in the words and phrases around it. 

For Example: Write a few simple cloze sentences on 
the board.  Write several words in a word bank for 
students to pick from.  Ask students to supply the 
missing words for each sentence by paying attention 
to the meaning of the surrounding words.  

Sometimes words have more than one meaning.  
Students must use all the words in the sentence or 
paragraph to determine the correct meaning of a 
word.

FACTS
Being able to find the facts in a story is a basic, 
yet essential, comprehension skill. It will help 
lay the foundation for success in mastering other 
comprehension skills.  To introduce this skill, explain 
to students that facts are small bits of information that 
make up the whole of a story.  These specific details 
usually tell who, what, where, when, and why.  Names 
of people and places, dates, times, and numbers give us 
the facts in a story.

InTRODUCTIOnSKIllS

InTRODUCTIOn
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For Example: Ask students to list some facts about their 
school.  What is the name of the school?  Where is it 
located?  How many students attend the school?   
What time does school start?  Who is the principal of 
the school?

Students who are successful readers pay close attention 
to the facts in a story.  Knowing the facts is essential to 
fully comprehending the meaning of a story.

SEQUENCE
Detecting the sequence of a story means 
understanding the order in which events happen.   
To introduce this skill, explain to students that 
sequence has to do with time.  Writers usually 
write the events of a story in chronological order.  
Something happens in the beginning of a story, 
the middle of a story, and the end of a story.  There 
are key “time words” to look for when reading for 
sequence; first, last, next, before, after, later, during, 
then, while, finally.

For Example: Ask students to tell what they do 
to get ready for school each morning.  Relating 
sequence to an everyday occurrence is a simple way 
to understand the steps in a process or the order of 
events.  To reinforce this understanding, ask a few 
“time questions.”  What did you do first?  What 
happened next?  What was the last thing you did to 
get ready for school?

CONCLUSIONS
Drawing conclusions is a complex reading skill. A 
conclusion is not something that is usually stated in 
a story. Instead, a conclusion is something students 
must determine by reading the details in a story. To 
introduce this skill, explain to students what it means 
to draw a conclusion from the information in a story.  
Drawing a conclusion means making a decision 
about what you have read. These decisions help to fill 
in the meaning of the story. 

For Example: What can you conclude from the 
following sentence? During math class, Gary kept 
sneezing and coughing.  Even though it is not stated, 
a likely conclusion is that Gary has a cold.
Students must be “detectives” in order to draw a 
conclusion.  They must put together clues from the 
details in the story so that a conclusion can be made 
about something the writer did not directly state in 
the story.  

FACT & OPINION
Readers must be able to distinguish a fact from an 
opinion.  Doing so allows them to make a sound 
judgment about the information they are receiving.  
To introduce this skill, explain the difference between 
a fact and an opinion.   
A fact is something that is true about a subject 
and can be tested and proven.  An opinion is what 
someone thinks about that subject.   
Fact: Jerry has four sisters.   
Opinion:  Jerry’s youngest sister is the prettiest.  
Readers must be able to ask and answer the following 
questions:  Is this a true statement? Can this statement 
be proven?  Does this statement tell a thought or a 
feeling?  Is this one person’s idea?

For Example: Write the words “facts” and “opinions” 
on the board.  Ask students to think of some facts 
about a shopping mall.  List them under facts; there 
are 120 stores, there is a movie theater, it was built in 
2004.  Ask students to think of some opinions about 
a shopping mall. List them under opinions; the best 
store is the Gap, the mall should be open on Sunday 
night, the mall is too crowded on Saturdays.

SKIllS
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ACTIvITY IDEAS

We hope you enjoy using Specific Skill Builders: Level 1!  We know that you will have other 
great ideas for using the stories to help your students become better readers. Here are few 
activity suggestions. We’ve also included the Common Core State Standard that the suggested 
activity would meet.

Record keeping
Make a chart for each student or use the chart included on the Resource CD to keep track of 
stories read and questions successfully answered.

Vocabulary CC.L.4
Determine which words in the assigned story students may not be familiar with. Prior to 
reading the story, help students with the pronunciations and meanings of the words. Develop 
vocabulary activities with those words.

Listening CC.SL.2
Read a story to a small group of students. Then ask the questions that follow. You might also 
read the questions first and tell students to be listening for the answers as you read the story  
to them.

Research CC.W.7
Ask students to use an encyclopedia, the Internet, or other resources to find additional 
information about a story topic.

Spelling CC.R.F.3
Allow students to choose words from the stories to add to their spelling list. 

Timed Reading CC.R.F.4
Ask a student to read a story aloud. Record the time it takes the student to complete the 
reading as well as the number of errors made. Have the student read the same story at a later 
time. Record the improvement he or she makes.

Compare/Contrast  CC.R.I.9
Utilizing a Venn Diagram, pick two stories, and compare/contrast the topics. For instance, 
students could compare the two activities—paddleboarding and snow tubing—on Pg. 61 and 
Pg. 91.  

Author’s Purpose CC.R.I.6
After reading a story, ask students to identify the author’s purpose. What does the author want 
to answer, explain, or describe?

Point of View CC.R.I.6
After reading a story, ask students to distinguish their own point of view from that of the author 
of a text.
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2

Dogs and cats are not supposed to like each other.   

At least that is what some people say. But no one told 

Mocha and Bella that they shouldn’t like each other.   

In fact, they are best friends!  Mocha is a 14-year-old dog.  

Bella is a 7-year-old cat.  They live with the Gomez family.  

They have been together since Bella was a kitten.

As Mocha got older, he began losing his sight and his 

hearing.  Now, he is blind and deaf.  He cannot get around 

on his own.  Bella has become his “seeing-eye cat!” Bella 

is always with Mocha.  She walks with him and keeps him 

from bumping into things.  She leads him to his food.  They 

sleep together at night.  

Mocha would be very lonely without Bella.  Bella is 

a good friend.  She does what she needs to do to help 

Mocha every day.
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Main 
idea

Write a title for this story.

Summarize this story in two or more sentences.

2

1.  Write the sentence in paragraph 1 that tells how long Bella and Mocha 

have been together.

2.  Write a sentence to tell how Bella helps Mocha.

3.  Write a sentence to tell how Mocha would feel without Bella.

4.  This story is mainly about 

A. a dog and a cat that are best friends. 

B. a dog that is blind and deaf. 

C. the Gomez family. 
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16

Jamal had to write a report on the Great Salt Lake. 

Hmmm, he thought.  This will be boring!  But he wanted to 

get a good grade, so he did some research.

The Great Salt Lake is in Utah. It used to be a freshwater 

lake and was at least 1,000 feet deep. The weather 

changed over time and the lake started to dry up.   

This left salt behind.  As the lake got smaller and smaller,  

it got saltier and saltier.  What was left is now the Great  

Salt Lake. It is a landlocked lake. It is saltier than the  

ocean. The average depth is only 20 feet.

The best part is, you cannot sink in the Great Salt Lake!  

If you jump in, you will float.  The huge amount of salt in 

the water allows it to keep you floating!  That is so cool, 

thought Jamal.  I want to float on that lake! 
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Context

Choose one of the bolded words.  Write your own sentence using that word.

Write a title for this story.

Summarize this story in two or more sentences.

16

1. What does the word research mean in this story? 

A. “look around” 

B. “think about it” 

C. “study and learn facts”

2. What does the word sink mean in this story? 

A. “move down toward the bottom” 

B. “a place to wash dishes” 

C. “fall in the water” 

3. Which meaning of the word cool is used in this story? 

A. “very calm” 

B. “chilly” 

C. “excellent”
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