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� The U.S. flag has many nicknames. Some people call it the Stars and Stripes.  
 Others call it the Star-Spangled Banner, Old Glory, and the Red, White,  
 and Blue.

� Today, the Fort McHenry flag rests in the Smithsonian Institution, in  
 Washington, D.C. A curtain protects it from light and dust. Visitors can view  
 the flag for only a few moments once every hour, when the curtain is pulled back.

� On August 3, 1949, President Harry S. Truman made June 14 National Flag Day.

� Vexillology (vek-seh-LAH-leh-jee) is the study of flags. Someone who knows a lot  
 about flags is called a vexillologist (vek-seh-LAH-leh-jist).

an American inventor, author, and Founding Father  
 (a signer of the Constitution)

 lands away from home that are controlled by the homeland, such as the  
 American colonies of Great Britain

 the group of people in the U.S. government who make laws

 a fort in Baltimore, Maryland, that successfully defended    
 Baltimore Harbor from the British navy in the War of 1812

 a country’s special patriotic song

 approved by the government

 love for one’s own country

(1775–1783) the Colonies’ fight for freedom from  
 Great Britain; the Colonies later became the United States of America

objects that stand for something else

 (1812–1815) a war between the United States and Great Britain   
 over unfair British control of shipping; often called the “Second War of Independence”I hope you’ve enjoyed learning about the U.S. flag.  

For more than 200 years, it has been a symbol of 
Americans’ freedom and patriotism. Fly it proudly! 22 23
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Countries around the world use flags as symbols. The  
U.S. flag is a symbol of freedom and patriotism. It is also  
a symbol of the country’s land and people.

During the Revolutionary War (1775–1783), soldiers from 
the American colonies carried all kinds of flags into battle. 
They didn’t have one official flag. Because of that, soldiers 
often didn’t know who was a friend and who was an enemy.

4 5

I’m Mary Pickersgill. 
I sewed one of the most famous flags in the history of the 
United States. The country’s national anthem was written 
about it! The U.S. flag has gone through many changes  
over the years. Here is its story.

��

Flags of the American colonies had pictures of  
snakes, crosses, and pine trees on them.
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A national anthem is a country’s special 
patriotic song. By singing it, people show 
that they have pride in their country. Most 
countries have national anthems.

6 7

��

The U.S. flag is nicknamed the Star-Spangled Banner. 
Star-spangled means “covered with stars.” Banner is 
another word for flag.
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That’s the story of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” The 
national anthem is one of the United States’ most important 
symbols of freedom. Singing the song brings Americans 
closer together and helps them show how much they love 
their country.

22 23

Words by Francis Scott Key, Music by John Stafford Smith

wave       O’er the  land       of the  free,      and the home   of  the   brave?

 O   say,  can  you   see,  by  the    dawn’s     early 

 light,  What so proudly  we  hailed   at the twilight’s last gleaming?   Whose broad 

stripes  and  bright   stars,  through the perilous  fight,  O’er the ramparts  we  

watched, were so  gallantly       streaming? And the rocket’s red      glare,  the bombs

 

 bursting  in  air,    Gave proof through  the     night that our   flag   was   still

 

  

 there.     O  say  does   that     star-    spangled  banner    yet 
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My name is Keneesha.  
I’m a White House Secret Service agent. I’m here to show 
you the most famous house in the country—the home and 
office of the president of the United States.

4 5

The White House is an important symbol of leadership 
and democracy. It is where some of the most important 
decisions about the United States are made.  

��

The White House welcomes about 1,000 
visitors every day! 
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George Washington picked the place for the White House  
in 1790. He chose a wooded area near the Potomac River. 

The White House was part of a large project: to build a 
city for the U.S. government. That city became known as 
Washington, D.C.

6 7
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